
TRENCH BLOWN Iff
BY MINEOFPOWDER

Tons of Explosive Used by
Germans to Dispossess
Company of French.

EFFECT OF THE UPHEAVAL
DESCRIBED BY OFFICER

Shorts Forty Men Killed and Forty
Wounded.Praise for Braveryof Survivors.

I
I orei^a Correspondence of The Sia

PARIS. February 3..Capt. Maurice
Jean, the commander of a company
whose trench was blown up by the
Germans at Alger Farm, about Ave
miles southeast of Itheims, gives in a

letter to his parents an account of
what such an operation really means.

"It was about 4:30 in the morning,"
he writes, "and the moon was still
shining. Suddenly a sharp fusillade
was opened by the German line. Our
men replied. Surprised at such an incidenton a cold, clear night, 1 rushed
out. and. with the assistance of ray
non-coms, succeeded in stopping the
lire along our line. Then I returned to

my little shelter to write a report to
my major. Hardly had I begun, when

I felt beneath me what seemed to be
nothing less than an earthquake. i
was hurled from my seat and covered
with earth. The candle went out. Half
asphyxiated. I managed to force a way
out of my hut, though the exit was almostcompletely blocked.

Oppressive Silence Follows.
"I grasped at once the fact that my

trenches had been mined and blown up
by the Germans. All round was the
silence of death, and I felt certain that
all my men had been buried alive. I
i u^ncu ivrwara in an aguny 01 anguisn,
determined to know the worst. I
found that about forty of my tirailleurshad been engulfed. But right and
left of the space destroyed the tirailleurshad not budged an inch, in spite
of the avalanche which had swallowed
up their comrades. My adjutant, who
showed splendid nerve, kept his men
well under control.
"At that moment a hail of shells was

rained upon us. Then the cannonade
ceased, and a couple of hundred Germansappeared, evidently convinced
that not a man of us had been left
alive. The adjutant's section received
them with such telling volleys that theyturned and fled, leaving many killed
and wounded on the field. Three of
them had even been bayoneted by our
felIowa
"As soon as day broke we set to

work to extricate a few of our woundedwho were three-quarters buried,and later on the engineers arrived to
help us reorganize our defense. I lost
about eighty men in all by the explosion.fortykilled and forty wounded.

Protected by Solid Hoof.
"I had passed over the spot only five

minutes before. As it was I should
have been buried if it had not been for
the solidity of the blocks of wood formingthe roof. My unlucky cook, who
wa» sleeping in another shelter, five
feet away, was crushed to death, and
SO were the Others r»ln»e hv T* »aaIr
us ai> hour and a half to dig them out."The explosion was simply terrific
and opened a yawning crater 120 feet
In diameter and nearly fifty feet indepth. One could have no conceptionof the force of the explosion if one did
not see the havoc wrought by it. The
experts told us that the quantity ofpowder used could not have been lessthan seven to eight tons!"

TO OVERHAUL GRETCHEN.
Yacht of Sylvanas Stokes Is Taken

to Baltimore.
To be given a general overhauling of

hull and machinery, the steam yacht
Gretchen, belonging to Sylvanus Stokes,has been taken to Baltimore where the
work to the vessel will be done in
time for her to go into service at the
opening of the spring boating season.
During the cold snap early in the year
a pipe leading outboard on the Gretchenburst and considerable difficulty was
had in keeping the vessel from sinking.
During the summer months h*r own**

will use the Gretchen for cruising
on river and bay.
Capt. Bob Harrison, engineer of the

District fireboat, the Firefighter, has
has his power launch, Annie N., hoisted
by a pile-driving machine from the
water out on a wharf where she can be
cleaned and painted and have necessaryrepairs made before returning to
service with the pleasure fleet.
The work of overhauling and makingready for service the auxiliary power

schooner yacht Latonia, belonging to
Commodore Portner, will be started in
a few days. The yacht Is lying out ot
commission at the wharf, foot of N
street. It is understood the Latonia
will be used for cruising along the
coast in the summer months.

%WOBX OK VIXGIHIA CHAHKEL.
> . 11
vWecther remitting, Pile Driver
v "Will le in Operation Tomorrow.
J Unless freezing weather comes, and
" -this is not expected, a pile driver will
^tomorrow start work in the Virginia
\chaqnel renewing line piles and those
Vise<| in dredging operations to carry
^the pipe line to the shore. These piles
'were carried away by ice early in the
season.
About the middle of the week the

Xbig dredge Dewey will be taken back
^to Virginia channel, to a point
\aboat tfcree-quarters of a mile above
\the Highway bridge, to resume dredg\ingjoirations. The dredge has been
Nlyinr orft of service here for the past
Nbix jweeks. It is stated that though\the amount of material originally contractedfor has already been takenJout qf -the channel by the Dewey, aJlarreltfbantity must still be removed to

the channel the required depth of
vtwqpty-one feet on low water. It will
\bKIwell into the spring before the
\Dewey completes work In the vicinity
\of Georgetown.
*> No date has been set for the return
tef the army engineer service dredge
, Dalecarlla to work on the Eastern
, branch. The dredge is lying at the
v engineer service station, in the westvernend of the harbor, being overhauled.

Two Held on Theft Charge*.
George Morgan, a clerk, of 414 11th

street southeast, and William Pinkney,
colored, a driver, of 1427 Good Hope'

road southeast, employed by W. H.
Harrison of #th and B streets northwest,were arrested yesterday afternoonby Detectives O'Brien and Mullenon six charges of petit larceny.
The prisoners are alleged to have
stolen goods from tfcelr employer. They
will be given a hearing in the Police
Court tomorrow.

John T- Stansbery, seventy-one years
old, a survivor of the Baltimore Light
Infantry, organised at the outbreak of
the civil war for the Union army, died
1b that city. He was born in BaltlmmmW| Ured there for fifty years.
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